Judging Rubric
Total Possible Points: 25
1. Reflection & Insight (5 Points)
How thoughtfully does the writer explore the meaning of America?

5 — Deep, thoughtful reflection with strong personal insight

The essay clearly shows the writer has spent time thinking deeply about the topic. The
participant explains why America means something to them and may include personal
experiences, observations, or examples that show genuine reflection. The ideas feel
sincere and developed rather than surface-level.

4 — Meaningful reflection with clear ideas

The essay shows clear thought about the topic and provides some explanation of the
writer’s perspective. The ideas are understandable and somewhat developed, though
they may not go as deeply into personal insight as a score of 5.

3 — Some reflection but ideas are somewhat general

The essay addresses the topic and shows some thought, but the ideas are broad or
somewhat generic (for example, general statements about freedom, opportunity, or
patriotism without much explanation or personal meaning).

2 — Limited exploration of the theme

The essay mentions the topic but does not explain the writer’s thinking very clearly. The
response may be very short, vague, or rely mostly on general statements without
deeper explanation.

1 — Minimal reflection or unclear connection to the theme
The essay barely addresses the theme or does not clearly explain what America means
to the writer. The ideas may be confusing, incomplete, or unrelated to the prompt.

2. Personal Voice & Perspective (5 Points)
Does the essay present a unique point of view or personal perspective?

5 — Strong personal voice; perspective feels authentic and memorable

The essay clearly sounds like it comes from the participant’s own experiences or
thoughts. The writing feels genuine and distinctive, and the reader can clearly
understand the participant’s personal perspective.

4 — Clear personal perspective with some individuality
The essay shows the writer’s point of view and includes some personal perspective,
though it may not be especially unique or memorable.



3 — Some personal voice but fairly typical response
The essay includes some personal perspective but mostly relies on common or
predictable ideas. The participant’s voice is present but not strongly developed.

2 — Limited personal perspective
The essay mostly reads like general statements rather than the participant’s own
viewpoint. Personal voice is weak or only briefly present.

1 — No clear personal voice
The essay does not show a personal perspective. It may feel generic, copied from
common ideas, or written in a way that does not reflect the participant’'s own thoughts.

3. Connection to the American Experience (5 Points)

Does the essay connect personal ideas to broader themes such as community,
opportunity, responsibility, history, or the future?

5 — Strong and meaningful connection to broader American themes

The essay clearly connects the participant’s ideas to larger concepts about America
such as community, opportunity, civic responsibility, diversity of experiences, history, or
hopes for the future.

4 — Clear connection to larger ideas
The essay makes a clear connection between the participant’s ideas and the broader
meaning of America, though the connection may not be explored in great depth.

3 — Some connection but not fully developed
The essay briefly references larger ideas about America but does not fully explain or
develop those connections.

2 — Weak or unclear connection
The essay mentions America but does not clearly explain how the participant’s ideas
relate to the broader American experience.

1 — No meaningful connection
The essay does not clearly connect the participant’s thoughts to the broader idea of
America.

4. Organization & Clarity (5 Points)

Is the essay logically structured and easy to follow?



5 — Very well organized with a clear beginning, middle, and end
The essay has a clear introduction, supporting paragraphs, and conclusion. ldeas are
presented in a logical order and are easy for the reader to follow.

4 — Mostly organized and easy to follow
The essay has a clear structure overall, though a few sections may feel slightly out of
order or less clearly connected.

3 — Organization is uneven but understandable
The essay has some structure but may jump between ideas or have weak transitions.
The reader can still follow the argument with some effort.

2 — Difficult to follow
Ideas are not presented in a clear order, making the essay confusing or hard to follow.

1 — Very unclear or disorganized
The essay lacks structure and is difficult to understand due to disorganized ideas.

5. Writing Quality (5 Points)
Grammar, sentence structure, and overall readability

5 — Clear, polished writing with minimal errors
The essay is easy to read and shows strong writing skills. Grammar, spelling, and
punctuation errors are rare and do not distract from the message.

4 — Strong writing with a few minor errors
The essay is mostly clear and readable. A few small mistakes may appear but do not
interfere with understanding.

3 — Several errors but meaning remains clear
Grammar or spelling mistakes appear throughout the essay, but the reader can still
understand the writer’s ideas.

2 — Frequent errors that distract from the essay
Writing errors occur often enough that they interrupt the reading experience and make
the essay harder to follow.

1 — Errors make the essay difficult to understand
Grammar, spelling, or sentence issues are severe enough that the essay becomes very
difficult to read or understand.



